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They begin jumping rope between five and six years.
They gain skill in balancing themselves on rails, the top of a
wall, a narrow plank elevated at one end, or a tape or chalk
mark on the floor of the barn, garage, or nursery. Sufficient
balance to use roller skates with four wheels, .but not ice
skates with a single runner, can be expected. A five-year-
old may ignore the bicycle which would delight him at six
years when he had achieved better balance.
The sense of rhythm develops in children during these
years. They learn to keep time to music, to beat time with
their hand, and to walk and skip to music. Rather fast
tempos appear to be easier for them to follow than slower
tempos.9 The ability to rhythmize appears to be related to
both motor co-ordination and intelligence and to be
subject to improvement through specific and general training, no
matter what the initial level of ability may be.10
Finer Co-ordinations. — An especially joyful occupation
of two- and three-year-olds is driving nails. One little girl
of three years was discovered by her mother driving large
nails into the side of the house with quite remarkable ac-
curacy of aim and infinite satisfaction. She was equally
content to drive them into a wooden block which her mother
provided, with the welfare of both the child and the house
in mind. By the sixth year children become interested in
using their skill in carpentry in the making of a table, a
wagon, or a boat. To be sure, these articles are crude, but
they represent greater educational value than beautiful
tables or wagons or boats which they might have watched
their fathers make.
Finer motor co-ordination is also shown by the increased
ability to carry a glass or pitcher of milk to the table with-
out spilling it, to build more elaborate towers with blocks,
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